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Szombathely, the cultural center both of its county and its region stretching over
borderlines, now has another public institution. Having been completed according to
the winning design of a national open design competition, Arena Savaria, thanks to its
urban setting and its design successfully integrating function and space, became a
popular venue not only for sports events but also for theater, classical and pop
concerts and the traditional Savaria International Dance Competition.

Due to its dimensions, the new facility stands out against its architectural background,
however, with modest design and materials lending muted elegance to the building.
The interior and structure of the building opens up through wide gaps cut out of the
simple stone cube of the hall. These wall openings supply the hall space with natural
light during the day and also contribute to the emblematic character of the facility
when illuminated at night. Towards Hadnagy street, the building is entirely open on
ground floor level providing an indirect visual, and for certain events, also a functional
link between exterior and interior spaces. On the main fagade, designer ,glass eyes"
enhance the architectural transparency created by the all-glass entrance. The two
predominant materials of the interior community spaces are exposed concrete and
wood. The cold durability and sturdiness of concrete is well balanced by the warm
color and texture of the wooden structures.
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DATENBLATT
Architektur: Epitész Studié (Sandor Palfy, Tamas Fialovszky, Gabor Sajtos, Eva
Ivanics)

Bauherrschaft: Municipality of Szombathely

Tragwerksplanung: Szigma Studio (Sandor Pintér, Miklésné Bartok)
Landschaftsarchitektur: Miklésné J6zsa

ortliche Bauaufsicht: Strabag Magyarorszag

Fotografie: Tamas Bujnovszky

Mechanical engineering - Zsolt Bihary (G&B Plan)
Electrical engineering - Gyorgy Kovacs, Ivanics Zoltan (Provill)

Funktion: Sport, Freizeit und Erholung

Wettbewerb: 2000
Planung: 2002 - 2003
Ausfiihrung: 2004 - 2006
Erdffnung: 2006

Bruttogeschossflache: 7.800 m2
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